L ic Tra éit
Quality i Life

Public transit is more than a commute to work or helping protect our
environment. The people of lllinois depend on mass transit access for
education, health and vitality throughout the region.

“All individuals should have access Mass Transit: a Public PI‘iOI‘itY
to safe, dependable and affordable
transportation that allows them to live
and move independently, travel to
work, and remain socially active and
engaged.” ¢ According to a 2004 Wirthlin Worldwide poll, 4 in 5 Americans, or 80 percent, agree
that increased investment in mass transit would strengthen the economy, create
jobs, reduce traffic congestion and air pollution and save energy.

¢ A survey conducted by the National Opinion Research Center at the University of
Chicago shows that support for mass transit and infrastructure is at its highest level
in eight years and growing.

— Bob Gallo,

State Director AARP

Education

e More than 150,000 secondary and higher education students across the region
utilize reduced fare mass transit programs in the Chicago region.

e 48,000 CPS students were issued student transit passes for the 2008/2009
school year.

Independent living

e More than 400,000 seniors have enrolled in the Seniors Ride Free Program as of
“Transit is a vital ingredient for a March 2009.

healthy and competitive region. Urban
centers will continue to grow globally
in the 21st century, and our region

¢ In 2008, paratransit provided more than 3.6 million rides throughout the region.

needs to lead the way.” Transit Oriented Development
— MarySue Barrett, e People are gravitating to regions that have reliable public transportation and by
President Metropolitan 2025, it is projected that 14.8 million households will want to live within a half-mile

Planning Council of a transit station — over twice the number living there today.

¢ Transit oriented development increases property value — the above market value of
land near transit stations is 8 to 30 percent higher than other neighborhoods.

In a 2009 interview on WTTW11’s “Chicago Tonight,” Blair Kamin, architecture critic for the Chicago Tribune, said some urban
planners predict that through increased transit oriented development, people in the region will reduce time spent in the car by up to
one month: “Now that’s a discernable difference between before and after that we can make in people’s quality of life.”
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